
Introduction Field work Application

During this stage, discuss what 
your little one already knows 
about the topic. If you have 
extra time, writing down her 
ideas and questions about the 
topic is a powerful way to 
develop a love for learning! It’s 
important to encourage her to 

ask questions... but instead of answering them 
right away, work together to �nd the answers 
throughout the project. Be sure to help her 
develop adequate background knowledge 
about the topic and to recall former experiences 
your child has had with this topic.

During this stage, lead your 
child into a discussion of what 
she knew before the �eld work 
and what she has learned since 
the start of the project. (You 
may have to do much of the 
comparing for younger four- 
year-olds, but over time she’ll 

learn to make comparisons on her own, follow-
ing your example.) During this �nal stage, she’ll 
use what she has learned about the topic to 
create a representation of her new learning to 
share with others, which will develop her ability 
to re�ect and creatively use what she knows.

During this stage, you’ll help 
your preschooler answer his 
questions and discover new 
information about the topic by 
researching the topic in books, 
simple interviews with others, 
and online... and by taking him 
on �eld trips! Encourage him 

to investigate, observe, and record his �ndings, 
even if he can only draw or scribble. (Give him a 
clipboard to use or bring along a camera; he’ll 
feel like a real researcher!) Also encourage him to 
begin to experiment, predict, and discuss his 
�ndings with you.
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	Step 1: Begin this project by asking your little one this question:  What is a toy?  Help him by giving clues if necessary.  Visit www.toysrus.com or another website that sells toys to show him how we can CLASSIFY toys into different groups.  Baby toys, electronics, outside toys, learning toys, etc...
	Step 5: Once back at home, help him tour his own room or playroom to make a plan for organizing his toys.  Will he group the toys by category or size?  Will he want to put some things on a shelf and others in a toy box?  
 
After organizing the room, count the number of toys your child has in his toy collection.  Help him to count along if he is willing.  You want him to see that he has enough toys to be able to give a few away in step 6.
	Step 2: Using his toys practice math skills - sort them into categories while observing their properties.  Sort by:
loud toys and soft toys
big toys and little toys
lots of pieces and a few pieces
into different colors
	Step 3: Make a wish list together of toys your child would like to have in the future.  If he wants to add things on the list that are similar to what he already has, help him see some different kinds of toys he might be interested in.  Use this list for holiday, birthday and reward purchases later on.
	Step 4: Go on a field trip to a toy store or the toy department of a large retail store.  Observe how the toys are organized (boys toys on one aisle, girls toys on one aisle, learning toys together, etc...) and ask him why he thinks the store does that?  
Let him bring a clipboard and paper along to record (by drawing or scribbling) things he sees that would be fun to have in his own toy collection.
	Project name: Toys project
	Step 6: To continue learning about reducing and reusing, have a discussion about sharing some of the toys he doesn't play with anymore with needy children.  Explain that some children's parents don't have enough money to buy them toys and his donation would make them smile.  
 
Ask him to look through his room to tell you which toys he would be able to give away for a good cause.  This spirit of giving will begin to manifest itself and your little one will feel better about giving than getting in the future.
 
You can also continue to connect this experience with giving to the needy at Christmas and to possibly beginning a secret pal program for little ones in your neighborhood, school or church.  The spirit of giving is a great spirit to nurture in a child.


